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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an 
independent social sciences and humanities institute 
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking 
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals 
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs. 
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent 
research, developing criticism and tools to advance 
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both 
Arab and international research centers. 


The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism 
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab 
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter 
based on the understanding that development cannot 
contradict a peoples culture and identity, and that the 
development of any society remains impossible if pursued 
without an awareness of its historical and cultural 
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions with 
other cultures. 


The Center works therefore to promote systematic 
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to 
understanding issues of society and state, through the 
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line 
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic 
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to 
producing research papers, studies and reports, the 
center conducts specialized programs and convenes 
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars 
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion. 
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many 
publications are available in both Arabic and English to 
reach a wider audience. 


The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010 
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three 
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and 
founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic 
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS 
employs resident researchers and administrative staff 
in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and offering 
sabbaticals to pursue full time academic research. 
Additionally, it appoints external researchers to conduct 
research projects. 


Through these endeavours the Center contributes to 
directing the regional research agenda towards the main 
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and 
citizen today. 
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This article explores what James Rosenau had founded as a post-international 
politics paradigm. It does so through a comparative reading of the two concepts of 
the two coexistent systems, state-centic and multicentric, on the one hand; and neo- 
medievalism on the other. The article aimes at offering some reflections on the essential 
characteristics that both concepts can contribute to improving our understanding of 
post-international politics in an era of increasing complexity. The article is divided 
into two sections. The first section introduces the concept of post-international 
politics, from Rosenau's perspective, and identifies the most prominent assumptions 
on which Rosenau called turbulence (another label for the post-international politics 
paradigm). The second section introduces the concept of neomedievalism, which 
traces back to Hadley Bull, as an appropriate depiction for a system within which 
the state's monopoly of violence is constantly declining, especially under the growing 
influence of private armies/security companies, which are considered a contemporary 
example of the mercenary armies that characterized the first medieval period. 


| 4 | 4 Keywords: Post-international Politics, Multi-centric System, State-centric System, 
Newmedievalism, Turbulence Paradigm. 
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Memory and Apology in Foreign Policy: When the Past Does not Pass 
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This study discusses the possibility of bridging the gap between IR (International Relation) 
and Foreign Policy Analysis when studying the interaction between memory and apology in 
foreign policy. By dealing with apology as an expressive practice, not just as a tact between 
statesmen, this study argues that apology is an act used by states to express their attitudes 
toward their past memories. It presumes that examining the interaction on the theoretical 
level between concepts such as narrative identity, ontological security, and discursive 
representations would bridge the gap between the two fields through two versions of 
social constructivism. Those two versions are then used to understand the motives behind 
Germany's apology to Israel, and Turkey's resistance to apologize to Armenia despite 
international pressure to do so. The study concludes that "critical constructivism" approach 
by Nizar Messari can explain the German case. It considers the role of foreign policy as 
a tool in reconstructing national identity through transforming representation of the 
Jewish/Israeli "other" from a "different other", who is an enemy of the self, to a "similar 
other", who is a part of its moral responsibility. As for Turkey, it concludes that Ted Hopf's 
“practical/societal constructivism" suggests that the reasons behind Turkey's unwillingness 
to apologize to Armenia is due to an ontological need best understood as "a need to preserve 
the routine of its narrative identity, and the need to preserve it heroic memories”. 


te Keywords: Memory, Apology, Ontological Security, Narrative Identity, Discursive 
Representations, Social Constructivism. 
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This study raises several pressing questions: Was the fall of the Salvation Regime 
in Sudan the result of an internal initiative or the opposition coalition, or both? 
To what extent did external dynamics influence the overthrow of regime and the 
transition to democracy? Is the post-Salvation regime likely to follow a democratic 
trajectory, or will it turn into another authoritarian regime? The study concludes 
that it is likely that the agreed goal between the international powers and their 
authoritarian partners in the region is to move Sudan to a "hybrid" system, where 
the elements of the old authoritarian regime remain in power, while maintaining a 
minimum level of democracy. In addition, the ruling military-civilian coalition will 
find support from the United States and the European Union (and their regional 
allies), enabling it to dismantle the institutions of the former regime, accommodate 
a number of armed movements in the political process, and gradually integrate into 
the international (security and economic) system. Meanwhile, domestically, the 
transitional government will face challenges that may not only lead to the collapse 
of the transitional process, but also to the collapse of the Sudanese state itself. 
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The Conflict between Political Streams in the Syrian Military 
Establishment 1954-1958: Coups and Political Pluralism 
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The study criticizes the general framework that has governed the broader current 
of the researchers in civil-military relations, their method of thinking about 
the military institution since the inception of the field, the paper presents the 
theoretical and practical gaps in that literature, in particular the researchers of 
"Coup-Proofing”. The study shows the weakness of the explanatory capabilities 
of the field in extrapolating and analyzing the historical era that the research 
seeks to reveal its theoretical and historical ambiguities, which is the phase of 
political pluralism in Syria between 1954-1958, which the researchers viewed as 
a democratic phase. The paper examines why did the army step down from the 
presidency and allowed civil forces to engage in political action at the time, in 
spite of that phase is in the midst of two series of coups. The paper is based on a 
basic premise that the army as a military institution do represent wings, sectors, 
units, brigades, and power relations, before it is an expression of any other 
social segments, which is in contrast to what the literature says in examining the 
sociological backgrounds of the officers. 
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